NO LONGER HAS THE FINAIL. WORD

The Christian
response to
death is
neither denial
nor wishful
thinking. It is
solid hope.

Some losses can't be put into words. When death breaks 1n, it doesn't just take a person it leaves a silence that
no logic can fill. That's why human beings, across every culture and every age, have searched for answers.
Where are they now? Do they still exist in some form? Can they see us, hear us, are they waiting for us?
Scripture doesn't answer from a place of emotional comfort or soothing theory. Its answer 1s sober but deeply
hopeful: death 1s not a different kind of life. It's a complete rest. A sleep. No consciousness, no activity, no
communication. Not because life doesn't matter, but because God never intended death to be the permanent

condition of human beings.

= That idea cuts against a lot of popular belief.
The Bible doesn't picture the dead watching
us from another dimension, wandering be-
tween worlds, or sending us signs.

That changes everything. If
death were the absolute end,

then love, grief, and justice
would all be left unfinished.

But if resurrection is real, then the grave
isn't a conclusion it's a pause. For the one
who dies, the very next moment isn't a
long, dark void. It's the voice of Christ
calling them back to life.

This hope also frees us from fear and
from confusion.

We don't need to look for messages from the dead or
signs from the other side. We don't need spiritual
theories to hold us together. Our hope doesn't rest in
what the dead are doing 1t rests in what God will do.

It pictures them in silence. And far from being a cold
vision, it's an honest one: death is really death. It is loss.
It is absence. It is something that was never supposed to
exist. But the biblical vision doesn't stop there.

The Christian hope isn't
that some part of us "lives
on" after we die it's
something far greater:
resurrection.

Not a metaphor. Not a symbolic

memory. Restored life. The same
person, raised by the power of God.
That's why Jesus didn't say "death
doesn't matter” He said "I am the
resurrection and the life.”

Scripture doesn't promise that losing someone
won't hurt. It promises something different:
that death will not have the final word.

That the love was not wasted. That the goodbye 1s

not permanent. That the same Jesus who walked out
of the tomb will return and call His own by name.

That's why the Christian response to death 1s neither denial nor wishful thinking. It 1s solid hope. It
doesn't say "everything 1s okay now" it says "this did not end here."
And when that promise is taken seriously, death still hurts.
But it no longer rules.




